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I John 1:1-4

Introduction:

A. The Writer – 

The Apostle John, son of Zebedee`

Called “the Elder” in II-III John

(Peter calls himself an Elder in I Peter 5)

B. Readers:

The People of Asia Minor, possible Ephesians, or a circular letter like Paul wrote.
John may have founded these churches.

Note: John writes to the same churches in Revelation 2-3.
C. Date: Usual date AD 90 – But…
1.  John 5:2 there is in Jerusalem, by the sheep gate, a pool.

2.  After AD 70 it was not there until recent excavations.

3.  If Jerusalem had been destroyed, AD 70, John certainly would have mentioned it. So, 64-65

D. Place of writing: Jerusalem

E. Carrier: May have been Demetrius.(3 John)

I. The Person of Life – “The word of Life” – 1:1
A. He Was from the Beginning

Temptation is to connect beginning with Creation 

1.  Genesis 1:1 – God created

2.  John 1:1 – Word was God

3.  I John 1:1 - the life was 

But John is writing about the beginning of the message about life.

Hebrews 2:1-4 speaks of Jesus’ message, “that which began to be spoken by the Lord…”

This is the life of Jesus, which He lived and which He imparts to believers.

Should not be written, “the Word of life”,

But rather “the Word of Life”

Or better, “the word of Life”

“In Him was life” (John 1:5)

“This One is the true God and eternal life” (I John 5:20)

“I am the Life” (John 14:6)

“the resurrection and the life” (11:25)

John desires that the principles of this life be worked out in these Christian readers – “in us”.

When Christians experience this Life, then, in a sense, Christ is “re-incarnated” among them.
B. He Was not a figment of Their Imagination

1. They heard the Words of Jesus
The Sermon on the Mount - Matthew 5-7

Preparation for the Kingdom

The Upper Room Discourse - John 13-17

Preparation for the Church Age and the Holy Spirit.

The Olivet Discourse - Matthew 24-25

His Coming and the End of the Age.

Then in Matthew 28:19-20, On Making Disciples
“Teaching them to observe all things I have commanded you.”
2. They Saw with their Eyes the Miracles

John built his Gospel around 7 miracles.

Nicodemus said; “No man can do these things except the Lord be with him.”

Two Perfect tenses – 

· We have heard and it is still ringing in our ears.

· We have seen and the scene is etched on our eyeballs.

3.  They Beheld (theaomai) His Glory

           (Seen as a parade)

“We beheld His Glory… full of Grace and truth” 

(John 1:14)

4. They Handled with their hands His Resurrected Body
 Two Aorists tenses

· We actually beheld

· We actually handled 

II. The Persuasion Concerning The Life – 1:2

A. He Was Manifested – The Incarnation

His name shall be called Immanuel – God with us
The Word became flesh and tabernacle among us. 

He became bread of life – not hunger

He became water of life – not thirst

He became the light – not walk in darkness

He became the resurrection – not die
B.  The Disciples Saw- They observed Him day and night.

They saw Him:
When they thought He didn’t care - “Don’t you care that we are perishing”

When He calmed the storm and brought them to land.

When He was rejected and the Jews tried to stone Him. 

When the people were shouting, ‘blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord”

When He fasted 40 days

When He was at the wedding at Cana:
“They heard, saw, beheld and handled”.

So what? Look at us we’re special – God loves us.
No, now that we know this, we must tell you also.

III.  The Proclamation of The Life – 1:3a

A. We are witnessing to you.

Two kinds of Witnessing:

1. To see something

2. To tell others about what you saw.

We should be witnessing about salvation.

“you shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8).

We should witness also to each other about the fellowship which is available in Christ.

B. We Are Proclaiming

The life – but more > the eternal life - “Who (Jesus, a person) was with the Father and was manifest to us.”

We Must Proclaim It!

IV. The Purpose of  The Life – 1:3b – 4

A. Fellowship – 1:3b

1. Fellowship with the apostles

Those who have fellowship with the Apostles have fellowship with God and with His Son, “Jesus Christ” in His whole manifestation,

Also on the cross

In His cleansing blood - 1:7

In His expiation for sins - 2:2

In His coming in connection with the blood - 5:5-6

2. Fellowship is with the Father 

Fellowship with the God of the universe begins with accepting the words of the apostles.

3. Fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ

Apart from fellowship with Jesus Christ,

No man has fellowship with God!

B. Joy – 1:4

Our joy may be in a condition of having been filled up and remaining to this moment full.

III John 4

“I have no greater joy than to know that my children are walking in the truth” 

John 4:34

Jesus said, “My food is to do the will of Him Who sent Me and to finish His work”.
1 Corinthians 9:16

Paul said, “Woe is me if I do not preach the Gospel”.
Conclusion
